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religion. Dr. Everett does not attempt to trace the psychological 
process whereby the religious impulse comes to full self-consciousness 
in the individual or in the race. In fact, this constitutes one of the 
chief unfulfilled tasks of the psychology of religion. 

George Albert Coe. 
Northwestern University. 



TRADITIONAL CHRISTIAN APOLOGETIC. 1 

Professor Fisher's work, in the form in which it originally 
appeared in 1883, is doubtless familiar to most of the readers of the 
Journal. The respected author has felt himself obligated to put his 
material in a form "more consonant" with what he would "wish to 
say at present." As a result the edition before us records consider- 
able changes. Some of the chapters have been thrown into the shape 
of lengthened notes at the end of the volume, new notes have been 
added, and a considerable part of the text has been rewritten in the 
light of increased knowledge and with a view to more recent specula- 
tion and research. In particular it will be found that the relations of 
Christian theism to the theory of evolution, the synoptic problem, and 
the authorship of the fourth gospel are handled more fully, advantage 
being taken as regards the two latter points of the results of recent 
German and English scholarship. There is no change, however, in 
fundamental attitude between the old and the new editions. That 
attitude may be described as distinctly conservative, though not of 
course, bigotedly or offensively so. To a large extent Dr. Fisher's 
standpoint on critical questions does not differ widely from that of 
Professor Sanday, to whom he dedicates his book " and whose writ- 
ings," he justly observes, "are an example to contemporary scholars 
of thorough investigation and faultless candor." As to the general 
question, Dr. Fisher sees in Christianity the final and absolute 
religion, "not to be classified with other religions as if it were defec- 
tive in the sense of containing error or as if it stood in need of a 
complement to be expected or required in the present stage of human 
life" (p. 372). This remark is the keynote of the volume. He seeks 
to show that Christianity is the alone true and valid revelation from 
God. 

The qualities which Dr. Fisher brings to his task are worthy of all 
honor. Breadth of view, substantial learning, catholicity of temper, 

1 The Grounds of Theistic and Christian Belief. By G. P. Fisher. New edition. 
New York : Scribner, 1902 xx + 460 pages. #2.50. 
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patient and painstaking inquiry, generosity of judgment touching 
alien opinions, and a style singularly lucid and absolutely free from 
pedantry and provincialism — all these characteristics of Dr. Fisher's 
work generally are here conspicuously displayed. For the intelli- 
gent layman or overworked clergyman anxious to obtain a general 
survey of the problems discussed at present in the apologetic field, 
perhaps no other guide will prove at once so interesting and so stimu- 
lating as the author of this book. The immensity of the field which he 
traverses may be inferred from the titles of the chapters: 

" The Personality of God and Man : the Self-Revelation of God in the 
Human Soul ; " "The Arguments for The Being of God: Their Function in 
General and as Severally Considered ; " " The Principal Anti-Theistic Theo- 
ries: Pantheism, Positivism, Materialism, Agnosticism; " "The Divine Origin 
of Christianity Evinced in its Adaptedness to the Deepest Necessities of 
Man; " "The Divine Mission of Jesus Attested by the Transforming Agency 
of Christianity in Human Society;" "The Evidence of the Divine Origin of 
Christianity from its Ethical and Religious Teaching and from the Compari- 
son of it with the Greek Philosophy; " " The Consciousness in Jesus of a 
Supernatural Calling Rendered Credible by His Sinless Character; " " Mir- 
acles: Their Nature, Credibility, and Place in Christian Evidences;" 
" Proof of the Miracles of Christ Independently of Special Inquiry into the 
Authorship of the Gospels; " " The Gospels an Authentic Record of the 
Testimony Given by the Apostles; " " The Authorship of the Fourth Gospel; " 
"The Trustworthiness of the Apostles' Testimony as Presented by The 
Evangelists;" "The Relation of the Christian Faith to the Bible and to 
Biblical Criticism;" "The Gradualness of Revelation;" "The Relation of 
Christianity to Other Religions." 

It may, perhaps, be hypercriticism, but the order in which Dr. 
Fisher arranges his subjects seems not quite logical-. For example, 
before we can attain any valid results as to the teaching or charac- 
ter of Christ, we must surely first examine the historicity of the 
documents from which we draw our information. It is obvious, 
also, that a consideration of the influence of Christianity in history 
should succeed and not precede the questions arising out of the 
biblical material. But a more serious criticism of a general nature 
remains to be made. The multiplicity and complexity of the prob- 
lems here discussed in one volume render even an approximately 
adequate treatment impossible. There is a lack of unity and co-ordi- 
nation between the various parts of the argument. The reader is 
almost bound to feel that the book is rather a series of disjoined 
papers or essays treating of given points than a compact and artistic- 
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ally constructed and sustained argument. One receives the impression 
that these chapters were originally intended for a magazine or review, 
and they reveal the limitations imposed by such a mode of publication. 
There is a distinct lack of power and impressiveness ; there is no sense 
of movement or progress, no inevitable conclusion satisfying and con- 
vincing. As we rise from a study of the work we realize that in it Dr. 
Fisher has done justice neither to himself nor to his theme. And we 
cannot but think that this faijure arises, not from want of learning, or 
candor, or sympathy, or literary taste, but from the apologetic method 
he follows in common with other English-speaking writers. 

He undertakes to defend the Christian religion. But surely a 
preliminary to such a defense would be a presentation of what the 
Christian religion really is. Dr. Harnack in his Das Wesen des 
Christenthums justly complains that apologetics is in a hopeless 
muddle in our day, because it does not know what are the matters 
which it is its business to defend. Exactly so. One writer thinks it 
his duty to defend the historicity of the virgin birth ; another passes no 
judgment on the question, but gives his strength to a defense of the 
resurrection ; while a third believes that neither virgin birth nor resur- 
rection is an essential of the faith. In view of the confusion in 
which apologetics welters, a radical change of method is demanded. 
The first question to be faced is : What is the essence of Christianity, 
that without which Christianity would perish? Then the results thus 
gained must be related to contemporary thought, to philosophic and 
scientific inquiry on the one hand, and to sociological study on the 
other. The mischief involved in the traditional method is the absence 
of a genuine apologetic perspective. In this work, for example, Dr. 
Fisher devotes chap, vii to a proof of the sinlessness of Jesus, and 
chap, xi to the defense of the Johannine authorship of the fourth 
gospel. Now, most religious men will agree that Christianity stands or 
falls with the moral perfection of its Founder. Can the same or any- 
thing approaching it be said of the proposition that John the son of 
Zebedee and not John the Presbyter wrote the fourth gospel ? And 
this raises the question : What class of readers had Dr. Fisher in his 
mind when he sat down to write this book? Was he thinking of 
doubters whom he was anxious to win for the faith? Hardly; for 
then he would have omitted much that he here discusses as irrelevant 
to the main thesis, viz., that the Christian idea of God is the true one 
and that he has come in the person of Christ. Was he thinking of 
Christian students and their perplexities ? In that case he might well 
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have set aside, as not needing discussion, such subjects, for example; 
as positivism or materialism. For most men, whether Christians or 
not, these theories are no longer living issues. On the whole, perhaps, 
we are safe in assuming that the author had in view professed students 
of religion, and that his aim is to assist them in clearing up intellectual 
difficulties and in getting a firmer hold on the Christian verities. We 
fear it must be said that Dr. Fisher does not come home to the needs 
most deeply felt by thinking Christians today. What some of us require 
is not a reply to Strauss or Renan ; for, in spite of the latter's boast that 
he alone of all men understood Jesus, it is generally admitted that both 
were wide of the mark and that the Christian problem presents itself 
in a form today to which they were strangers. The question now is, 
not, Are the gospels historical ? but, How far are they historical ? 
Schmiedel, for example, assures us in his article in the Encyclopedia 
Biblica that there are only five absolutely credible passages about Jesus 
in general. These passages, taken with four others of a negative char- 
acter dealing with Christ's view of miracles, are, according to this 
distinguished critic, " the foundation pillars for a truly scientific life of 
Jesus." Yet Dr. Fisher writes as if these words had not been penned. 
He apparently accepts the truth of the gospels as they now stand. 
He does not deal with the questions whether there are secondary 
elements in the gospel narratives, and, granting that such elements 
exist, how we are to distinguish them from those of primary historical 
value. Nor does he discuss such a question, e. g., as to how far 
Christ's ideas of the kingdom may have grown from earthly expecta- 
tions into a purified spiritual messianic hope, and how far his death, 
foreseen by him, caused him to throw his ideals into the future as being 
unrealizable in the present. As equally symptomatic of Dr. Fisher's 
insecure critical basis may be mentioned his citation in proof of an 
argument on behalf of Christ's predictive power, the text : " On this 
rock I build my church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail 
against it " (p. 459) ; yet Dr. Fisher cannot be ignorant of the fact that 
critics by no means ultra-radical have expressed grave doubts as to 
whether these words ever came from the lips of Christ. 

An argument in proof of Christ's possession of miraculous powers is 
found in his message to John the Baptist when in prison (p. 183). But 
Dr. Fisher does not meet the present state of opinion, which is doubt- 
ful of the tradition that John the Baptist did really recognize Jesus 
as Messiah early in his career. The whole discussion of the ques- 
tion of miracles, while containing much that is valuable, suffers from 
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the weakness of the mass of apologetic writing on the subject: it does 
not carry conviction. Denial or doubt of the miraculous, we are told, 
"results from an untheistic conception of nature, and the relation of 
nature to God. When it is understood that God, transcendent and 
personal though he be, is likewise immanent in nature, and that nature 
and the interaction of its parts are dependent on his unceasing energy, 
the difficulty vanishes." (P. 166.) To which it is sufficient to reply 
that for such theistic thinkers as, e.g., the late Dr. Martineau, the diffi- 
culty remains. At most such an interpretation of the relations of God 
and nature grounds the possibility of miracles. We can conceive of 
the immanent Deity putting forth an unusual energy, and thereby 
causing some events not explicable through known causes. But has 
God done this? Dr. Fisher's argument from the gospel records 
proves only that the contemporaries of Jesus believed that he did acts 
which were miraculous. But we cannot go farther than this on his- 
torical grounds. We can prove that many of Christ's deeds were 
accepted as miraculous, but the pressing problem is to relate that belief 
to our new knowledge of nature and our conceptions of God's relations 
to this world. Dr. Fisher gives us no assistance here. The same 
unwillingness to come to close quarters with urgent problems is evinced 
by his discussion of the resurrection. He does not discuss the accounts 
given in the synoptists of this stupendous event, but contents himself 
with saying in a foot note that " the inconsistencies .... are such as 
are met with in secular history in connection with epoch-making events, 
the reality of which is not subject to doubt." He makes much of Paul's 
experience on the way to Damascus, but, granting that the apostle had 
an objective spiritual vision, the question still presses : How far are 
the synoptic accounts trustworthy? Are they legendary or not? Nor 
is any instruction vouchsafed us as to what we are to understand by 
the angels who announced the fact of the Lord's resurrection. Were 
they real beings? If not, what were they? And how far, if at all, does 
their presence in the gospel narratives weaken the historicity of the 
story? Dr. Fisher does not even hint at these questions. There are 
certain facts testified to by admittedly genuine apostolic literature, 
which have a distinct apologetic value, but which Dr. Fisher passes 
by ; these should have been emphasized : (a) The universal belief in 
the primitive community, that they possessed the sense of the Divine 
as a sense of new power. {6) This power gave them dominion over 
the world and enabled them to realize an ethical ideal, (c) Joy and 
confidence took the place of despair so common then in the world. 
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They were certain of God and eternal life, {d) All this, together with 
the forgiveness of sins, was indubitably traced to the influence of Jesus 
Christ at once the historical teacher of -Nazareth and the risen Son 
of God. 

Behind the question of miracle lies, of course, that of philosophical 
standpoint. What is Dr. Fisher's philosophy? Nowhere does he give 
an explicit answer. Yet surely it is the business of one who would com- 
mend Christianity to the cultivated intellect of his time to come to 
terms with ultimate philosophical questions. He criticises Mill and 
Spencer, but the present reviewer can find no mention of T. H. Green, 
nor any attempt at indicating the relations of idealism to religion. Yet 
it is a growing belief among Christian students that some form or other 
of the idealistic philosophy must lie at the roots of Christian theism. 
The treatment of the philosophical problem of theism here presented 
is really related to an earlier stage of thought, and does not meet the 
needs of today. To dispose of Hegel and his philosophy in two pages 
is a mode of procedure that does not appear to promise much help to 
the philosophical student of religion. 

So far our remarks have been mainly critical. It is a pleasure to 
exchange criticism for praise and admiration. Dr. Fisher's strength 
lies in his insight into the nature of Christianity as essentially the reli- 
gion of redemption, and in his grasp of the way in which that reli- 
gion is adapted to human needs. The chapters entitled " The Divine 
Origin of Christianity Evinced in its Adaptedness to the Deepest Neces- 
sities of Man ;" "The Gradualness of Revelation," and "The Rela- 
tion of Christianity to Other Religions," are, within the limits set him-, 
self by the author, wholly admirable and will repay attentive reading. 
They form an excellent introduction to the most detailed study of the 
themes discussed. As an illustration of Dr. Fisher's style and mode 
of thought take his remarks on the misery of life and of the remedy 
supplied in the gospel. He here remarks : 

Death stands waiting. More than half the human race expire in infancy. 
Before every individual is the prospect of this inevitable event, which we 
endeavor to avert and to postpone as long as possible, all the while, however, 
aware that this painstaking will at length be fruitless. The feelings sketched 
above are not peculiar to any single generation. They are not the result, as 
they are sometimes said to be, of a gloom engendered by Christian teach- 
ing. He who imagines that life of old was nothing but sunshine has for- 
gotten his Homer and a thousand pathetic laments strewn through the noblest 
literature of antiquity. 
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What is the answer to the fear of death ? Jesus Christ, 
A man born of woman, subject like ourselves to temptation, absolutely iden- 
tifying himself with his race in sympathy, not less than with the condemnation 
felt by God for the sin of mankind. He makes a full absolute surrender of 
his own will to the Father's will, with every new access of trial raises this sur- 
render to a higher pitch, carries human nature victoriously through life and 
through the anguish of an undeserved death — the final test of loyalty to 
God and of devotion to men, willingly endured because it is the cup given 
him of the Father to drink. In that death is the life of the world. (Pp. 95, 97.) 

Dr. Fisher frankly acknowledges that there are limitations in our 
Lord's knowledge as man. " No honor is done to him, and no help 
afforded to the cause of Christianity, in attributing to him scholastic 
information which he did not claim for himself, and which there is no 
evidence that he possessed." (P. 367.) The theological sanity of the 
author comes out also in his wise remarks as to the gradualness of 
revelation, and the Bible taken as a whole, the seat of authority — 
though it need not be added he has not said the final word on these 
points. The evolution of doctrines or religious ideas such as those of 
the divine government, sacrifice, and immortality is clearly, though 
briefly, sketched. And the conclusion is arrived at that the seat of 
authority in religion is not in the individual parts of the Bible, but 
in the Bible as a whole. " It is the Bible as a whole, and considered 
as self-interpreting — we might say, self-amending — authority that 
we are either bound to obey, or safe in following." (P. 370.) 

To sum up : While we gladly acknowledge that this book offers 
much valuable apologetic material, and may be cordially commended to 
the attention of those who seek some entrance into the higher questions 
of our time, we must also express the hope that the distinguished 
author, now that he is freed from the cares of his professorship, will 
give himself to the task of constructing an apology more suited to the 
crying necessities of the hour, and less concerned with arguments and 
modes of thought no longer of vital moment — a task for which he is 
eminently fitted both by his intellectual gifts and his truly Christian 

spirit. 

Samuel MacComb. 
Queen's University, 

Kingston, Ont. 

SEMITIC RELIGION IN ITS OLD HOMES. 

In the course of a tour in Syria in the autumn of 1898, Professor 
Curtiss came upon some " high places " and sacred groves, and learned 



